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Introduction

This sample HE module has been prepared by Ann Hindley and Andy Wynne as part of a number of initiatives to skill up community development workers and others who work with communities and contribute to sustainable development.  The module can be adapted to different levels within HE by adjusting the level of analysis required in the assessment task.

Higher Education Module

Sustainable Communities: Integrating Sustainable Development and Community Development

	Title


	Community Action 2020



	Rationale

	Securing the Future (2005) is the national strategy for the delivery of sustainable development. 
Community Action 2020 is a programme of work with the Voluntary and Community sector that aims to embed sustainable development into the ongoing work of community groups and the community workers that support them.  The public branding of this programme is known as Every Action Counts.

This module has been designed in support of CA2020 to be added to existing programmes on Community Development and similar subject areas. 

It is part of a national initiative to develop skills in community development workers to support sustainable development initiatives within communities.  Its purpose is to incorporate thinking on sustainable development into all aspects of community development.

The module is a suitable addition to many other professional programmes aimed at people who will be working within communities – for instance youth workers, community health workers, environmental officers.



	Aims


	· To develop an understanding of sustainable development

· To identify the relationship between community development and sustainable development

· To support people working in communities to make connections between the global and the local. 

· To support people working in communities, across difference and diversity, to make a positive contribution to the objectives of Sustainable Development



	Objectives

	By the end of the module the student will:

1. know the economic environmental and social justice issues that affect peoples lives, including and understanding of the nature of poverty.

2. be aware of current Government and international policy on Sustainable Development and the key themes and goals inherent within both.

3. understand the values that underlie Community Development and Sustainable Development and the links between the two.

4. have explored examples of existing practice.

5. understand the nature of power and decision making.

6. understand some of the moral dilemmas and contradictions inherent in incorporating Sustainable Development into Community Development, which includes understanding the potential for empowerment and disempowerment .

7. have developed a knowledge of practical action that can be taken and support that is available

8. be able to demonstrate the application of Sustainable Development learning to Community Development practice



	Syllabus

	The syllabus will cover definitions of sustainable development, its history, the national and policy context and the links between environmental issues, social justice and the economy. Links will be made between the values of sustainable development and community development, highlighting issues of poverty, the impact of environmental change on people and links between poverty and consumerism. Examples of change at different levels will be covered along with the barriers to change and the contradictions and dilemmas that exist when trying to promote sustainable development within a community development setting.  The programme will conclude by exploring what local communities and individuals can do and the support structures for action that exist including local partnerships.




	Teaching methods

	· Direct tutor input

· Guest speakers

· Student presentations

· Participatory exercises

· Case studies

· Learning journal

· Group discussions

· Visits

· Set reading

· Campaign planning exercise

· Private study

· E-learning


	Assessment

	· Learning journal, to include records of work and reflections on bringing sustainable development into community development. 2000 words -  50%– to cover the whole course. The student to demonstrate s/he understands the context, relationships, etc. To demonstrate the achievement of objectives 1 – 8

· Presentation – 25%.  15 minutes plus up to 15 minutes for questions –. To demonstrate the achievement of objectives 1 –8

· Written submission of presentation including an explanation of the research used and the approach adopted: 25%


	Study time

	Total 75 hours

       Taught sessions 25 hours (10 x 2.5 hours)

       Directed reading in preparation for sessions/preparation of presentations 

       to class  30 hours

Assignments 

     Journal 10 hours

      Formal presentation 10 hours



	Indicative Content

	Session 1 Sustainable Development in context

· Definitions of sustainable development

· History of sustainable development

· National and international policy context and how that is being translated into practice

· Linking environment and social justice and economy


	Session 2 The Environment and Sustainable Development

· Environment: issues e.g. global warming, water poverty etc.

· Links to ecological cycles


	Session 3 Social Justice and Sustainable Development

· Social Justice: the impact of environmental change on people 

· Poverty



	Session 4 The Economy and Sustainable Development

· The economy – the impact of it on environment and social justice 
· Links to poverty and consumerism
· ‘Capital and Interest’ model


	Session 5 Values

· Values – tying sustainable development to community development 

· Different perspectives on economy, environment and social justice



	Session 6 Promoting change 1

· Barriers

· Contradictions

· Dilemmas

· Partnership

· Power


	Session 7 Promoting change 2 The Environment and Community Development

· The relationship between the Environment and Community Development

· Links to Social Justice and the Economy

· Case studies

· Student presentations

· Community Development practice and Sustainable Development



	Session 8. Promoting change 3. Community Development and Social Justice

· The relationship between Social Justice and Community Development

· Links to Environment  and the Economy

· Case studies

· Student presentations

· Community Development practice and Sustainable Development



	Session 9. Promoting change 4

Community Development and the Economy

· The relationship between the Economy and Community Development

· Links to Environment and Social Justice

· Case studies

· Student presentations

Community Development practice and Sustainable Development



	Session 10 Promoting change 5

Practical skills for Community Development workers

· Planning for community led change to promote Sustainable Development

· Developing strategies for promoting sustainable development in communities

· Communicating the message on sustainable development

· Identifying and developing partnerships

· The Community Development worker as an agent of change

· Engaging local communities in sustainable development


	Indicative reading list

	Blythman, J., (2005). Shopped. London: Harper Perennial

Carley, M and Spapens., P (1998). Sharing the World. London: Earthscan.

Dobson, A and Bell, D., (2005). Environmental Citizenship.  Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press.

Etkins, P., (2000). Wealth Beyond Measure. London: Gaia Books

Great Britain DEFRA. (2005). Securing the Future: the UK government SD strategy. London TSO

Lawrence, F., (2004). Not on the Label. London: Penguin Books

Ledwith, M., (2005). Community Development. Bristol: Policy Press

McIntosh, A., (2004). Soil and Soul. London: Aurum Press

Miller, G., (2004), Living in the Environment: Principles, Connections and Solutions. Belmont CA: Brookes Cole. 

Monbiot, G., (2001). Captive State. London: Pan

Porrit, J., (2205). Capitalism As If The World Matters. London: Earthscan

Steedman, P., (2006). Desperately Seeking Sustainability. London: National Consumer Council. 

Websites

www.groundwork.co.uk - Groundwork UK

www.jrf.org.uk - Joseph Rowntree Foundation

www.ncc.org.uk - National Consumer Council 

www.neweconomics.org - New Economics Foundation

www.worldwatch.org - Worldwatch Institute 
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