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The Budapest Declaration

Building European civil society through community development

In March 2004, 130 community development workers, researchers, donors, policy-makers and representatives from 33 countries across the European Union (EU) and beyond, met at an international conference in Hungary. The conference focused on building civil society in Europe through community development. The delegates drew up the Budapest Declaration, see extract below, or for full version see www.fcdl.org.uk/policy/documents/BudapestDeclaration.doc 

Delegates attending the Budapest conference acknowledged the priority now being given by the European Union to strengthen civil society and emphasise the important role which community development can play in supporting that process and protecting the human rights of all. They request the EU, national, regional and local governments - as appropriate - to commit themselves actively to build a socially and economically inclusive, diverse, environmentally sustainable and socially just society, and to ensure the structures, policies and mechanisms are in place to support dialogue between the EU and members states on the one hand and civil society on the other.

Amongst other things delegates stressed the importance of community development in building mechanisms to promote the inclusion of all residents of Europe – whether permanent, seeking permanency or migrant. They reject both the increasingly explicit manifestations of racism and xenophobia and the implicit racism manifested in those current immigration policies, which lend credence to the notion of ‘Fortress Europe’. They also acknowledge the strengthening of social, cultural and economic life, which will be consequent on the enlargement of the EU.

Delegates wish to emphasise the importance of developing mechanisms which could facilitate the sharing of best practice both within the EU but also between the EU and those many countries and institutions outside the EU (including other European countries) where community development has played a significant role in addressing poverty and social exclusion, including in situations of conflict and peace-building. Finally, they also wish to stress the need to understand the differing ways in which poverty, social exclusion and marginalisation may impact upon cultural and national minorities, on migrants and on those living in rural as well as urban areas. Delegates emphasise that the practice of community development strives to endorse and give voice to minority perspectives on policy and practice development; the distinct experience of Black and Minority Ethnic communities should be an integral part of the development of policy and practice.

A key conference objective was to agree a common statement on community development in Europe, to be directed to the EU, national governments and other key stakeholders. The Declaration includes statements on:

· Community development policy and legislation at European, national and local levels of government 

· Community development training

· Community development theory and research

· Community development and rural issues

· Community development and urban regeneration

· Community development, sustainable development and the environment

· Community development, lifelong learning and cultural development

· Community development, local economic development and the social economy

· Community development, minorities, migration, racism and discrimination.

The hope is that we can all make use of the Declaration to argue for the recognition (and resourcing) of community development work as a necessary and integral part of addressing inequalities, addressing social exclusion and working for social justice. Four delegates in total from FCDL, Ubuntu and the England Standards Board attended. See the article in the current Ubuntu bulletin; and we will write a bit more about the conference in about the conference in the next issue of Federation News.
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